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Merry Christmas 

 

Dear Friends and Supporters,    

“For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich,  

yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.”   II Corinthians 8:9  

This is one of my favorite Bible verses at Christmas, although it is not included in the Christmas narratives. It cap-

tures the essence of Christmas, focusing on Jesus and the truth of God’s gracious gift for our benefit.   

40 Years of  God’s Faithfulness and More 

 God has been faithful during 40 years of active missionary service. Before we became missionaries God was 

preparing us . We both became aware of God’s call on our lives for missionary service in the summer of 1965 

when as adolescents we individually said “yes” to God. He graciously provided all that we needed to fulfill our 

calling: 

 training to equip us for working in Latin 

America 

 mentors and leaders to guide and encourage 

us; 

 supporters to pray for us and to give finan-

cially to make it possible for us to serve; 

 colleagues to work with; and 

 a mission agency to facilitate our service. 

 God provided all this in the context of the Evangelical Missionary Church of Canada. 

Graduating class of the Spanish Language 

Rio Grande Bible Institute, McAllen Texas, 1979-1980 



 

 We began serving a missionaries with World Partners in 1979 when we went to language school at Rio Grande Bible Insti-

tute in Texas to study Spanish. 

 From 1980 to 1997 we served in Ecuador pastoring local churches, directing camps, helping to train pastors for the Evan-

gelical Missionary Church of Ecuador and working in mission administration. 

 From 1998 to 2005 we served in the EMCC national office in Calgary as Executive Director: Mission & Administration, 

overseeing our missions program. 

 We returned to field ministry in 2006 to serve in Mexico until 2010, helping to train pastors and providing pastoral care 

for couples in pastoral ministry. 

 The Evangelical Missionary Church of Ecuador asked us to work in the Pastoral Care ministry for couples and families 

working in pastoral ministry, which we did from 2011 to 2014. 

 We retuned to Canada in March 2015 to work as National Director and Administrative Assistant for Camino Global Min-

istries until 2019. 

 Then Camino Global Ministries merged with Avant Ministries in July, 2019 and we have been working with Avant 

since  then. 

  

 

The Last Four Years 
  
Serving with Camino Global Ministries, and now Avant Ministries has been a great privilege. Working with Marvin Srigley and 

the Canadian board members and staff has been a good experience. Furthermore, the help and encouragement from Camino 

Global personnel serving in the office in Dallas, and many missionaries all around the Spanish speaking world has been won-

derful. We met numerous servants of God doing great things in many places. They are too many to begin naming. 

  

Furthermore, we have appreciated very much the opportunity to have contact in much wider context with several networks in 

missions such as Missio Nexus, the Mission Commission of the World Evangelical Alliance and COMIBAN (fomenting mis-

sions in Latin America). These have given us a glimpse of just how widespread and far reaching the mission movement has 

become, seeking to take the gospel to every nation, tribe, people and language. 

  

The focus of Avant Ministries on reaching the least reached and planting churches where none yet exist is a challenge that 

deserves a response, especially if we take seriously the challenge of continuing to be involved in what God is doing in the 

world today. 

Ruth Ann’s mother, Mary Ann Snider  went to be with her Saviour and Lord on September  29th. 

Many family members and friends came together to celebrate her life lived in faithful service to 

Jesus. She was an example for all of us. 



A New Assignment 
  
Now we are accepting a new assignment with World Partners as Global Partner Developers for Latin America and  

the Caribbean.  

We plan to develop relationships with partner denominations by: 

         Listening to them and learning from their perspectives 

         Helping them to develop their capacity to meet their own needs 

         Receiving proposals for projects 

         Facilitating the engagement of people, resources or train 

        ing to aid in their ministries 

         Fostering cooperation among partners in global mission  

        projects to reach all nations, and 

         Assisting with connections of Canadian churches and people to our  

partners. 

 Thank You 

We are excited about working with World Partners for the home stretch of our missionary  

career!  Thank you God!  Thank you supporters!  Thank you EMCC!  Thank you World Part-

ners, Camino Global and Avant Ministries!  

     Keith and Ruth Ann 

INTERIM PASTOR 

 I had the privilege of serving as interim pastor at Gormley Evangelical Missionary Church from January to July this year. 

Then in November I was asked to serve as interim pastor at Bethany Evangelical Missionary Church in Kitchener for 

three months. God has blessed us greatly through these rich experiences with God’s people in Gormley and Kitchener. 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT  

We deeply appreciate your support of our ministry in prayer and financially. Your involvement as churches and individuals 

makes it possible to keep working. We still need to raise our support level for our new responsibilities to begin.  

If you have been supporting us financially and would like to continue to do so, please contact World Partners (see contact 

information below) to switch your  donations to World Partners. Donations to Avant for us will automatically be stopped 

at the end of December 2019.  

If you would like to start supporting our ministry please go to the EMCC webpage: https://www.emcc.ca or follow the 

link below.  Donations by cheque should be made out to EMCC World Partners,  designated to the ministry of Keith and 

Ruth Ann Elliott and mailed to EMCC World Partners, 214 Highland Road East, Kitchener, ON  N2M 3W2 

Phone: (519) 894-9800 Fax: (519) 894-0941 Toll Free: 1-877-375-7600. Credit card donations can also be made      

at 1-877-375-7600  ext. 223                                  

Keith and Ruth Ann Elliott, EMCC World Partners, 38 Shea Crescent Kitchener, ON N2E 1E8, 226-751-2333—226-751-3329, https://www.emcc.ca 
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