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Dear friends and supporters, 
 
Many of you have  prayed for us and supported us over  
the years and some of you from the very beginning.  
We are so full of gratitude to you for faithfully stand 
ing with us in our ministry. But, most of all, we thank  
the Lord for the great privilege to serve Him. 

 
   CLEAR THOUGHTS ABOUT A CONFUSING TIME 
The covid-19 pandemic has postponed our April trip to Ecuador and Mexico and our plans for the month of 
May as well. It has forced us to adjust our lives in many ways and reflect on what God is teaching us at this 
time. As we go through this difficult time of the pandemic there are a few  thoughts that have helped me clarify 
my response. They focus on the  role of Jesus in our lives at all times, and especially during difficult times. We 
don  kno  he f re, b  e do kno  he One ho hold  he f re in Hi  hand , he Lord Je  Chri . He 
is our Sovereign, Shepherd and Saviour. 
 

As SOVERIEGN he is over all our circumstances and all that happens in the world. 
 
As SHEPHERD he guides us and cares for us through all circumstances of life. 
 
As SAVIOUR he saves in all circumstances of life but not from all difficulties.  
 

(These thoughts were shared in a video message by Dr. Ramesh Richard of RREACH.) 
 
Psalm 91 encouraged us to trust in God in times of danger and uncertainty. Pestilence is mentioned twice (see verses 3 and 6.) 
   

1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 
2 I will say of the LORD, He is my refuge and my fortress, my God, in whom I trust.  

3 Surely he will save you from the fowler s snare and from the deadly pestilence. 
4 He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge; his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 

5 You will not fear the terror of night, nor the arrow that flies by day,  
6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, nor the plague that destroys at midday. 

 
ECUADOR 
Sunday, March 15 was the first time in a long time that we did not attend church on Sunday 
morning because services were cancelled. That morning we watched three pastors of the Evan-
gelical Missionary Church of Ecuador speak to their congregations using social media. They too 
had stopped having services.  
 Pastor Jaime Pazmiño spoke to his congregation in La Concordia from his office. He 

serves as pastor of the church there and is President of the denomination. 
 Pastor John Cedeño also spoke to his congregation from his office in Santo Domingo.   
 Pastor Angel Pantusín in Chone spoke to his congregation from the pulpit at church.  

These men are our personal friends and we had the privilege of working with them since they 
were young people participating in our church camps at Same, and in youth groups. We also worked with them just a few years 
ago in the Pastoral Care Ministry for pastors and their families.  It was a great encouragement to see  them taking the responsi-
bility of pastoring their people during this time of difficulty. For us it highlighted again the great privilege we had to participate 
in a part of their formation as pastors. We are thankful to God for the opportunity and privilege.  
 

 
Ke h a d R h A  E  
G ba  Pa e  De e e  

   La  A e ca  he Ca bbea  



PRAY FOR CUBA 
Pastor Rodolfo, President of the Evangelical Missionary Church of Cu-
ba sent me the following prayer requests when I asked him how we 
could pray for them at this difficult time. Here is his response. 
 
It is so good to hear from you. Here we are fine, thanks to God, 

even though we are in the midst of an epidemic that is hitting all 
of humanity. Thank you for holding us up in prayer during this 
very important week. Here are our main prayer requests: 

 Pray for a spiritual awakening in our nation. 
 Pray that our churches and pastors would know how to take our place in this hour. 
 Pray that God would give wisdom to our government to make well founded deci-

sions. 
 Pray for God s protection for the health care personnel who are risking their lives to save others. 
 Pray that the epidemic would be stopped and that those who are sick will be saved.  

This is the focus of our prayer.  
It seems to me that these petitions are a good guide for praying for us here in Canada also.   
 
SEWING PPE     La  ear e i i ed C ba, and R h Ann dona ed a e ing machine o La ra, a pa or  ife in a cen-

tral town. Their church has a very active pre-school program and they make uniforms for all 
of their students, and do many other sewing projects. Last week we had contact with Laura 
again, and guess what they are doing?  The women of the church are busy sewing personal 
protective equipment for healthcare workers items such as gowns, caps and face masks.  
Ruth Ann has been working with her sisters and several other volunteers here doing the 
same thing making gowns, caps and face masks for nurses and PSWs.  

AN ANSWER TO PRAYER IN CUBA 

In November of last year a municipal  official visited Pastor Rodolfo in Havana and told him that they could no longer 

meet as a congregation and that they had to close the church. The reason was that they did not have official recognition 

by the government.  Pastor Rodolfo explained to him that they had repeatedly requested government recognition since 

2001, b  o no a ail. Af er ga hering for pra er and o eek God  g idance, he ne ork of ch rche  decided o keep 

on meeting regardless of the consequences. They asked others to pray with them. Rodolfo requested a meeting with the 

Justice Department  on this matter as his request was granted. He met with them to explain the efforts they had made 

over many years requesting government recognition. He showed them the thick files of paperwork they submitted on 

several occasions, but that they never received a response.  Miraculously, the officials told him that they had followed 

proper procedure and that now they would be permitted to continue meeting. They instructed the municipal official to 

allow them to continue meeting. God answered their prayer! They continue to meet and bless their communities.   



 

FAMILY   

Before the pandemic arrived we were able to spend some very precious family time together. At Christmas our daughter, 
Miriam and her husband Andrew came to our place from Red Deer, Alberta. The Chapples (our daughter Anne-Marie, her 
husband Daniel and their four sons: Seth, Josiah, Zephan and Isaiah) joined us from Mexico by Whatsapp. We all got togeth-
er with our son Tim, his wife Kathy and their four kids Annakke, Mariemma, Emanuel and Mateo. It was our first time to-
gether after loosing our son Victor last May. We missed him terribly but, had some great memories to share. 

Ruth Ann was able to make a visit to Red Deer in February to surprise Miriam on her birthday. Birthdays parties  for the 
grandchildren were very special times too. They are almost all teenagers now and we feel so blessed. What a wonderful thing 
to have a family! 

Now with the pandemic we are spending even more time than we used to on whatsapp together. The Chapples were repatri-
ated from Mexico on March 24th. We haven't seen much of them yet because of the quarantine but they are safe and sound 
in Canada.  Praise the Lord. 



As of January 1st, 2020 we have been serving once again with World Partners of the Evangelical Missionary 
Church in the role of  Global Partner Developers for Latin America and the Caribbean. Those of you who have for-
warded your donations over to World Partners, we gratefully praise God for your partnership with us in this new 
ministry. If you would like to continue your support of our ministry and have not forwarded your donations yet, or 
if you are a new supporter, please contact World Partners at the following address or visit the website below and 
follow the prompts.   
 

EMCC World Partners 214 Highland Road E. Kitchener, ON N2M 3W2 
Phone: (519) 894-9800 Fax: (519) 894-0941 Toll Free: 1-877-375-7600  

 https://www.emcc.ca/worldpartners.emcc.ca/workers/keith-ruth-ann-elliott/  
(ONLINE , CHEQUE BY MAIL , PHONE (call 1-877-375-7600, x223) or PRE-AUTHORIZATION ) 

 
We deeply appreciate your support of our ministry in prayer and financially. Your involvement as churches and 
individuals makes it possible to keep serving the Lord in the ways that He has called us to.  
 
Please get back to us with any questions you have. 
 
God bless you and protect you,  

Keith & Ruth Ann Elliott 
keithruthannelliott@gmail.com 
226-751-2333 

David Ruiz  

LA TRANSFORMACION DE LA IGLESIA 

We were invited to take a week of training in Kansas 
City at the end of January. It was based on a book 
by David Ruiz entitled Transformation of the 
Church, focussing on the critical need to keep a bib-
lical focus for the church, rather than get caught up 

in some of the trends for success 
and growth by good marketing, management techniques, leadership principles, etc. as good as these may 
be. 

The follo ing i  a brief mmar  of he me age of he book ha  i  ba ed on a caref l d  of Je  
teaching in the latter part of the Gospel of Matthew. 

We tend to measure the success of our churches by the number of people who attend the services, the 
size of the budget, the various programs, etc.. However, Jesus began by declaring that he would build his 
church and he made it clear that the disciples had important roles to fulfill as part of his church. 

The focus is discipleship according to the way Jesus taught it, meaning that we respond by denying ourselves, taking up his 
cross and following. This is much more than completing a series of lessons on being a good church member. It means that 
our lives are transformed in such a way that we become what God want us to be, we do what God wants us to do and we go 
where God wants us to go.  

The end result will be that people everywhere have the opportunity to hear at least once in their lifetime a clear explanation 
of the gospel of Jesus Christ in their own language and in a culturally sensitive way that will allow them to understand it and 
make a decision about salvation. 

This may be what God is about during this time of self-isolation and restrictions due to COVID-19. God now has 
more of our attention calling us to make important adjustments to our lives                                                     

and join God s mission to the world in Christ. 


