
 

Keith and Ruth Ann Elliott—Global Partner Developers Latin America & the Caribbean 

Dear friends and supporters, 

We praise and thank God for health and strength each day to continue in the work that He has 

given us to do. Neither of  us has contracted the virus nor any of  our close family members. 

We know of  those who have, mostly in Ecuador and Mexico, and we ask for prayer for 

those who have become sick with it and for the families who are dealing with the loss of  

loved ones.  

In October Ruth Ann and I will be working on developing a 16-hour course for pastors and 

church leaders in Ecuador who have asked for help in accompanying families in their con-

gregations through the grief  of  losing 

loved ones. Some have died from 

COVID-19 and others from other 

causes. The current plan is to teach the 

course via Zoom during November. 

Please pray for this project. 

  ZOOM MEETINGS 

  Most of  our work the last few months has been on our computers 

preparing studies and participating in zoom meetings. There are sever-

al meetings each week for various reasons and we are grateful for this 

valuable tool. But, we all look forward to the day we will be able to 

travel to Latin America to visit and minister to one another face to 

face again. 



On September 8th we met via Zoom with 30 pastors of  

the Evangelical Missionary Church of  Ecuador. We shared 

with them a message of  encouragement from the life of  

Jeramiah.  

         Jeramiah 29:11. 

              COURSE CORRECTIONS FOR THE POST-PANDEMIC 

                                          PEOPLE OF GOD 

Fresh breezes of  the Spirit are moving across the world today 

at the same time as we continue to struggle with the storm that 

the current pandemic has caused. As we battle with the impact 

of  COVID-19 on our lives, the Lord Jesus is calling us to con-

sider new possibilities which will involve some important 

course corrections. I am referring to our corporate life as the 

church, the People of  God. 

 It has been evident for some time that the predominant pat-

tern of  the church as a corporation or an organization is declining and a new pattern is taking it’s 

place. We are understanding that the church is a living spiritual organism rather than an organiza-

tion. Its structure is more like a network and the main focus is our relationship with the Lord Je-

sus Christ and with one another. This new pattern is more in line with a biblical vision of  the 

church as the People of  God and the Body of  Christ. 

 I am not suggesting that we do away with organization, but I am suggesting that we should make 

some important course corrections on our journey as the church. To do so we are not left to our 

own ideas because there are important guidelines in Scripture to help us. 

 I would like to ask you five questions about your church, the one you belong to or attend on a 

regular basis. 

 1.   Is my church in constant movement toward the ends of  the earth, or has it stagnated, 

become comfortable and sat down in its own local community, or in it’s own ‘Jerusalem’? 

2.   To what extent is my church continually producing unconditionally committed Chris-

tians, or it is only making converts who have changed their affiliation from one congregation 

to another? 



  

3.   Is my church actively involved in taking the gospel to all levels of  society as well as to all 

peoples of  the world, or is it waiting for unbelievers to come to Sunday services? 

4.   Is my church teaching its members and adherents to obey the teachings of  Jesus in a sys-

tematic and effective way, or is it experiencing some degree of  biblical illiteracy? 

5.   Does my church honor the presence of  Jesus in our midst? Are you living your lives with 

integrity and sharing in the completion of  Christ’s mission to the world in such a way that it 

provokes wonder and amazement, or are you sterile, inoffensive and not making much im-

pact in society and in the world? 

 As you might have imagined, these questions are not mine. I copied them from 

David Ruiz. He has written a book entitled The Transformation of  the 

Church—A Call to Return to the Genetic Essence of  the Church. He and 

his colleagues are involved in helping local churches make important course cor-

rections to stay on track with the original purpose of  the church. 

I would encourage you to answer the questions prayerfully and carefully. If  you are  interested in 

going further there is a path to follow. In October they will be offering seminars online. 

 The next step of  preparation is a local church audit based on 50 questions grouped around five 

themes. The answers are put on a graph that gives a church a snapshot of  itself  which can serve 

as a starting point for making course corrections. 

     
         RED DE IGLESIAS MISIONALES—MISSIONAL CHURCH NETWORK 

I was asked to mentor a small group of  pastors who have begun the church audit with the Mis-

sional Church Network. They are Spanish speaking churches in the Dominican Republic, Para-

guay and the Rio Grande Valley in Texas.  Pray for wisdom as these pastors consider making 

course adjustments in their congregations to become more meaningfully involved in making disci-

ples of  all nations. 

I plan to take further online training for mentors in the Missional Church Network October 6 and 

13. Pray for effective involvement in these churches desiring to make changes. 

 



    As of  January 1st, 2020 we have been serving  

once again with World Partners of  the Evangelical 

Missionary Church in the role of  Global Partner Developers for Latin America and the 

Caribbean. Those of  you who have forwarded your donations to World Partners, we grate-

fully praise God for your partnership with us in this new ministry. If  you would like to 

continue your support of  our ministry and have not forwarded your donations yet, or if  

you are a new supporter, please contact World Partners at the following address or visit 

the website below and follow the prompts.   

EMCC World Partners 160 Lancaster St. E. Kitchener, ON N2H 1N2 
Phone: (519) 894-9800 Fax: (519) 894-0941 Toll Free: 1-877-375-7600  

 worldpartners.emcc.ca/workers   

(ONLINE , CHEQUE BY MAIL , PHONE (call 1-877-375-7600, x223) or PRE-
AUTHORIZATION ) 

We deeply appreciate your support of  our ministry in prayer and financially. Your connec-

tion and mobilization in prayer as churches and individuals makes it possible to keep 

serving the Lord in the ways that He has called us to.  Together we participate in Jesus 

mission to the world.  

God bless you and protect you,  

Keith & Ruth Ann Elliott 
609-18 Holborn Court, Kitchener, ON N2A 4A1 

keithruthannelliott@gmail.com 

226-751-2333 

 

Ruth Ann and I hope to take a training seminar for debriefing missionaries who are returned 

to Canada and the USA after spending significant time working in other cultures. This is 

being offered on October 23-24, 2020 at a church in Cambridge, ON. The MORE Net-

work is sponsoring the training. MORE stands for Missionary Opportunities for Resourc-

ing and Equipping. Due to the current restrictions it may be changed to online. 

http://worldpartners.emcc.ca/workers

