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  Greetings to you 
once again!  It has been a 
while since I wrote a full 
letter and not just a short 
prayer bulletin via email.  

In the midst of this changed 
world we live in, I need to tell 

you first of all how very much I appreciate 
each one of you.  I don’t know what you are dealing with in 
this world of Covid-19 but I do know that you have contin-
ued to bless, encourage and support me in the ministry here 
and I am so very, very thankful for each of you.  The other 
thing that I am constantly aware of is how very great our 
God is and in the midst of change and uncertainty, we have a 
God who knows us by name, who paid the price for our debt, 
our sins, and redeemed us; who has adopted us as sons and 
daughters and filled us with a knowledge of His presence, 
who will never leave us or abandon us, who always gives us 
the strength to overcome every struggle in His power and 
who fills us with abundant joy and peace throughout each 
day.  Oh my, this list could go on and on but I will stop 
here!!  Blessed be the Lord who so abundantly provides for 
us in everything by His Grace!! 
 
 We were able to reopen the church in the late Spring 
but our church is not a church, it is an office building and 
rather small so we are having difficulty fitting everyone back 
in.  Some families, especially those with small children, have 
preferred to wait.  Now that school the numbers of sick is 
going up steadily and we may be heading toward another 
lockdown.  The number of sick in Bergamo is rising slowly.  
So many here were sick in the first wave, almost one in eve-
ry two people!   

 
 As most of 
you know, I have had a 
busy time with my 
friend, Evelin, and her 
two children, Michele 
(11) and Milvia (5).  
Altogether they lived 
with me almost three 
months and it was both 
a joy and a challenge.  I 
was so blessed to have 
the help of wonderful 
neighbours who did all 
the shopping for us 
when we were all in 

quarantine.  The Lord healed and restored Evelin and they 
are now living in their new apartment not too far from me.  
They have been without a kitchen for over two months!  The 
workmen who need to put in radiators, a new heating sys-
tem, new windows and doors and a new electrical system 
have been delayed for numerous reasons but now after paint-
ing, we have been putting in the Ikea kitchen and we will 

pray that the workers don’t damage anything when they fi-
nally come to do their work.  Please do pray that we are 
able to quickly complete the kitchen and also that Evelin and 
the kids will soon have heat in their apartment! 
 
 Bergamo was 
the hardest hit city 
in all of Italy for 
both sickness and 
death.  Many in the 
church were sick 
for up to two 
months but only 
Evelin was hospi-
talized.  We are 
very thankful for 
God’s goodness to 
us!  We need much 
prayer as the 
whole country moves forward that we would be both careful 
and wise until a vaccine is found for the virus.  We don’t 
want to ever experience again the suffering and loss that we 
saw last Spring. 
 
 A couple of  weeks ago, my friend and colleague, Mi-
chael Schaafsma, was recognized and prayed for as our new 
elder.  When he told me that he felt God was leading him to 
step into this role I was overwhelmed with gratitude.  Our 
elder, Eduardo, and both our deacons, Roberto and Daniele, 
had all resigned the week before the lockdown.  Honestly, I 
don’t know how we would have continued under the circum-
stances.  We have always been blessed with help from many 
different men of God who came each week to preach.  Edu-
ardo has a full time job and did not feel confident to preach 
in Italian but he gave us good organizational leadership.  
Michael is also the pastor of another church, outside of Mila-
no, but they have their worship service in the evening.  He 
has been preaching for us regularly since we reopened in the 
Spring.  His Godly leadership will definitely bring some 
changes.  Please pray that we would move forward giving 
Michael our full support, in both words and actions and that 
God would show Michael how to help us all grow in spiritu-
al maturity, each one exercising his or her gifts to glorify the 
Lord and bless one another. 
 
 We don’t know yet if or when we can restart Sunday 
school but space is a serious problem for us.  We have seven 
children between the ages of 9-12, one boy age 7, five girls 
ages 3-5 and three babies under age 1.  We will have to fig-
ure out some creative teaching to fit our 7 year old boy in 
with the gaggle of girls!!  But for now, we can’t fit any of 
the children into the space we have and maintain safe dis-
tancing.  Pray for wisdom and exceptional teaching gifts to 
shine forth so that we can teach our precious children to 
love and serve the Lord. 

“If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even 
there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.”  Ps. 139:9-10 
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Evelin & me 

Army trucks moving bodies last March in Bergamo 



 There were no camps this summer but I have been 
to camp every week!  At Christmas time, the Lord led Gary 
Cortez, a worker with Child Evangelism Fellowship, to take 
a huge step of faith and buy a home in the mountains about 
45 minutes from Bergamo.  The house had four apartments 
and we have been slowly working to transform it into one 
camp.  We still have a very long ways to go!  This 4,300 sq. 
ft. building had four fireplaces for heat but we will be put-
ting in radiators, several more bathrooms, closing off some 
doorways and creating new ones.  I have had a blast doing 
that with Gary!   Poor Gary ended up covered in cement 
dust and all I had to do was hit the wall hard with a sledge 
hammer after he had cut out the area to be removed.  Now 
we have moved on to building a wall outside with boulders 
and cement.  We have to dig up the boulders ourselves.  I so love being able to do good hard work 
and this has been a blessing for me to be able to help Gary!  Pray that we would be able to soon 
move forward with the rest of the work indoors, with professionals.  Pray that God would supply 
all the necessary funding for the project and guide Gary as he develops the facility to use for chil-
dren’s camps, church retreats and other ministries, reaching many with 
the Good News of salvation in 
Jesus Christ.  

 All over the world people are being challenged to rethink their values and their 
view of life.  I certainly don’t pretend to understand why God has allowed this 
virus to cause so much pain and disruption all over the world.  The challenge 
for us, as believers, is to recognize the gift we have both in our salvation and 

the relationship we have with our Saviour, and to tell others about Him!!  Have you 
been challenged to be more bold in sharing your faith?  At the height of the crisis in Italy, Samar-

itan’s Purse, led by Franklin Graham, came to Cremona, about an hour from here and set up a tent hospital.  
The doctors and nurses did so much more than just care for physical needs.  They showered the patients with 
love and prayer and made an indelible difference on the lives of both the patients and their relatives.   
Relatives were not allowed to visit their sick loved ones but they could get accurate reports and were prayed 
for too.  Now Samaritan’s Purse and the Billy Graham Association is planning a one day ‘crusade’ for  
February 27th, 2021.  We want to be a part of this evangelistic outreach and we want to be ready for every 

opportunity to share our faith.  Would you join with us in praying for the “Noi Fes-
tival” (‘Noi’ means ‘Us’)?  Pray that it would be able to go forward!  Pray for all 
the logistics that need to fall into place to make it happen.  Pray for the full partici-
pation of all the evangelical churches in and near Milano.  Pray for each person 
who actually attends that they would respond to the Gospel message.  Pray for the 
follow-up of the new believers.  Pray for us here in Bergamo that we would boldly 
invite friends and relatives and do whatever it takes to get them to the event!  
Please pray especially for Lola, Cristina B. and Cristina S., Bruno and Loredana, 
and Pina.  These precious people are a few of my friends and I long for them to 
know my Saviour.  May you be filled with joy as you serve Him each and every 
day, in His strength and grace.  
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Gary Cortez in front of the new camp! 

I have sometimes taken 
Michele, Evelin’s son, with me 
for the day. 

Our stone wall with firewood on top.  A barrier 
to keep people out of the nettles on the hillside! 

After a day of cutting through 
cement! 

An incredible view from Gary’s house!! 


