
 

Keith and Ruth Ann Elliott—Global Partner Developers Latin America & the Caribbean 

Dear friends and supporters, 

     Greetings from our home in Kitchener to yours as we look forward to a new year and better 

days ahead. Would it be good to forget about 2020 and all the complications from the global 

pandemic? No, I don’t think so. There are some important things we have learned and contin-

ue to learn from a difficult year. May God be glorified in how we as His servants respond to 

the challenges and difficulties we are facing. 

     We praise and thank God for health and strength 

each day to continue in the work that He has given 

us to do. We are also grateful to the Lord 

for you, our friends and supporters who 

faithfully back us up in prayer as we 

work.  

     Via Zoom on our computers we are able 

to continue our work with the pastors 

and their wives in Ecuador even while 

the pandemic prohibits our presence 

there. 

  Ruth Ann and I remember when we stopped attending Sunday morning church services at Beth-

any Church in Kitchener in March due to the pandemic. The first Sunday morning at home we 

watched and listened to three pastors in Ecuador sharing messages of  encouragement with their 

congregations. Two were seated at their desks and one was standing at the pulpit speaking to the 

congregation, most of  whom were watching online. It was encouraging for us because we have 

known them from the time they were teenagers. What a privilege and blessing to see them mature 

and take on pastoral responsibilities. Long term involvement has wonderful benefits!! 
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OUR INVOLVEMENT IN ECUADOR IN 2020  

We were drawn back into teaching in Ecuador in 2020. We sense that God 

is confirming the main focus of  our ministry. 

 We were asked to share a time of  encouragement with a group  of  

about 30 pastors serving with the Evangelical Missionary Church of  Ecuador via Zoom, 

which we did on September 8. I shared a review of  the difficult times in the life of  Jeremiah, 

the prophet to see how God was faithful always, even though Jeremiah had lost his trust in 

God during a very difficult time in his life. 

 Then our good friend, Pastor Teodoro Medranda, contacted us and asked us to prepare a 

study on how to accompany families who are going through grieving due to the loss of  

loved ones, some to COVID-19 and to other causes. We agreed to do so and prepared stud-

ies during September and October. We researched themes together, I wrote the notes and 

Ruth Ann made the PowerPoints for the classes. There were 8 classes of  2 hours each on 

Tuesday and Thursday evenings in November via Zoom. 

 On October 21 we received a letter of  invitation from the Evangelical Missionary Church of  

Ecuador to join their Pastoral Care Ministry focussed on caring for couples and families in 

pastoral ministry. We received permission to do so, and we are planning with them our fu-

ture involvement.  

 In December Pastor Franklin contacted us about participating in a series of  seminars on 

marriage that they were planning for December and January. We agreed to prepare two of  

the five themes which were scheduled for January. Then he contacted us on December 14 

with a request to do the first seminar on December 18 

because their presenters had cancelled on them. We 

shared the theme, Marriages Built on Jesus and the 

Word. Initially they planned the marriage seminar for 

the local church, but since it was online they decided 

to open it up to the whole denomination. The first 

seminar maxed out the Zoom at 100 connections, so 

they had to increase the capacity for the following 

seminars. The themes they assigned us for January 

were Conflict Resolution in Marriage (January 15), and 

Sexuality in Marriage (January 29). There were about 

112 couples online on January 15.  



 

      

       REFLECTION ON OUR MINISTRY FOCUS IN ECUADOR OVER THE YEARS 

I have been reading copies of  our prayer letters that we have written to you, our supporters, 

over the last 40 years about our work. I noticed an emerging focus in 1984 on preparing 

people to take pastoral responsibility for their congregations. At that time we began to en-

courage young people from our churches to study and prepare for ministry at the Alliance 

Bible Seminary. Two youth from our church in Chone began their studies in March 1985 

sponsored by their local church, the Evangelical Missionary Church of  Ecuador and World 

Partners. Soon there was a steady stream of  young people studying and this arrangement 

continued for several years.   

As you know, preparation for ministry does not end with studies because there is so much 

more to learn about church ministry as one gets involved. Over the years we had the privi-

lege of  walking along with many of  those involved in church leadership and pastoral minis-

try.   

The highlight of  our time in Ecuador was the invitation to return in 2010 to work with the 

Pastoral Care Ministry that focussed on caring for 50 couples in pastoral ministry and their 

families. We joined a team and worked with them for five years until we returned to Canada 

in 2015.  

Now they sense the need for a couple who are somewhat older and more experienced and 

further along the path of  service to walk with them and mentor them. We consider this a 

great privilege. This time it will be more important than ever to focus on training Ecuadori-

ans to carry on this vital ministry in the future. 



  

 

 

 

As of  January 1st, 2020 we have been serving  once again with World Partners of  the 
Evangelical Missionary Church in the role of  Global Partner Developers for Latin Ameri-
ca and the Caribbean. Those of  you who have forwarded your donations to World Part-
ners, we gratefully praise God for your partnership with us in this new ministry. If  you 
would like to continue your support of  our ministry and have not forwarded your dona-
tions yet, or if  you are a new supporter, please contact World Partners at the following ad-
dress or visit the website below and follow the prompts.   

EMCC World Partners 160 Lancaster St. E. Kitchener, ON N2H 1N2 
Phone: (519) 894-9800 Fax: (519) 894-0941 Toll Free: 1-877-375-7600  

 worldpartners.emcc.ca/workers   

(ONLINE , CHEQUE BY MAIL , PHONE (call 1-877-375-7600, x223) or PRE-AUTHORIZATION ) 

 

We deeply appreciate your support of  our ministry in prayer and financially. Your connec-
tion and mobilization in prayer as churches and individuals makes it possible to keep 
serving the Lord in the ways that He has called us to.  Together we participate in Jesus’ 
mission to the world.  

God bless you and protect you,  

Keith & Ruth Ann Elliott 
609-18 Holborn Court, Kitchener, ON N2A 4A1 

keithruthannelliott@gmail.com 

226-751-2333 

 

 

Prayer Requests: 

• Please pray with us for the next steps of  our involvement in the Pastoral Care Ministry in 
Ecuador. 

• Please pray for our health and safety. 

• Please pray for the Medranda family and others in Ecuador who are suffering with numer-
ous cases of  Covid-19. 

http://worldpartners.emcc.ca/workers

