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He is risen, indeed!  I  
am so thankful for my 
Saviour as we continue 
through these very dif-
ferent times.  I am also 

immensely thankful for 
each one of you, for your faithful 

support and prayers.  We are continuing through the 
month of April with an Italian form of a full lock-
down!!  We are not really supposed to go outside, 
except to go to work and children in nursery school 
through grade 6 restart going to school tomorrow.  
Stores are open but we are not supposed to go and 
shop!!  I can order online or phone the store and they 
can deliver items to me at my home.  Sadly, our 
numbers of sick are still very high each day.  I do get 
out to do odd things like babysit, or go up to the 
Child Evangelism Fellowship Camp to work on ren-
ovations or gardening.  I have learned how to use a 
small chain saw!!  As a lefty, I end up completely 
covered in sawdust!  We are allowed to meet in 
church, although we spent several weeks doing 
church via Zoom because a family in our church got 
sick.  They are now well again and no one else was 
sick.  I have been completely vaccinated because I 
am a hospital volunteer (even though I cannot go!).  
I go each week and pick up Ana and her three grand-
children to bring them to church.  Ana’s daughter, 
Esther, the mother of the three children, is still miss-
ing somewhere in Brazil.  No one has seen or heard 
from her since before Christmas.  Please do pray 
that Esther is found and is able to join her children 
here in Italy! 

I confess I have been a 
bit stumped about what 
all I could tell you about 
during these long 
months of lockdown but 

I was over at Anthony and 
Elisabeth’s house the other day, 

to babysit Desirée, age 3 ½, while mom took Da-
lia, age 10 mos., for a checkup and vaccine shot and 
Elisabeth said to me, “Tell your supporters about 
us!”  So here is their story, although bits and pieces 
have been shared over the years.  We first met Fer-
nanda Elisabeth when she had just arrived in Italy at 
about age 20.  She told us her name was Fernanda 
and for 10 years we called her that until she finally 

said she prefers to 
be called Elisa-
beth!  We already 
had three Elisa-
beths’ in church 
so I coined the 
name 
“Fernabeth!”  We 
are all getting 
better at calling 
her Elisabeth but 
we love our 
Fernabeth!  Elis-
abeth was raised 
in an Evangeli-
cal church in Ecua-
dor but rebelled as a teenager.  Shortly after arriving 
in Italy she married her sweetheart, Anthony, also 
from Ecuador.  They soon started a family and Died-
erick was born.  Elisabeth was attending church spo-
radically and gave her heart to the Lord when Died-
erick was just a few months old.  She was soon bap-
tized but Anthony wanted nothing to do with church 
or God and their relationship/marriage really suf-
fered.  At first Elisabeth faithfully brought Diederick 
to church although it was not his favourite place and 
he was quite disrespectful towards his mom.  Sadly 
he was learning from his Dad.  I asked her one day 
where Diederick was and she said she was leaving 
him at home with his Dad because she didn’t want 
him to hate having to go to church as she had as a 
teenager.  I immediately said, “But look where you 
are today!”  The next Sunday, Diederick was back in 
church and eventually learned to love it.  I have a 
video recording of him singing his favourite song to 
me.  I taught the preschoolers a translated song that 
recites all the books of the Bible.  Elisabeth had 
asked me for a recording of it because Diederick 
wanted to learn it well because he said he loved the 
song so much it made him cry!!  Oh my!  That 
brings tears to my eyes!  There were still problems at 
home and Diederick was often rather mouthy to-
wards his mom and she asked how to deal with him.  
What worked?  She washed his mouth out with soap 
while he kept telling her that he was clean and didn’t 
need to be washed!  She explained that what was 
coming out of his mouth was dirty and Diederick 
learned the lesson.  As Elisabeth faithfully lived out  

“If I rise on the wings of the dawn, if I settle on the far side of the sea, even 
there your hand will guide me, your right hand will hold me fast.”  Ps. 139:9-10 
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her love for God in their home, God worked in Anthony’s heart and he ac-
cepted the Lord in 2015 and was baptized!  A couple of years later, Elisabeth 
stood in front of us with tears rolling down her face.  They wanted more chil-
dren very much but the doctors had said it was impossible.  She said they had 
decided to leave it in the Lord’s hands.  It was the first Sunday of 2017.  The 
next week Elisabeth wasn’t feeling well.  And the week after that as well.  I 
wanted to scream at her, “You are pregnant!”  But I didn’t dare.  I left for Can-
ada to visit churches in the third week of January and a few days later I got the 
picture of her test on my phone.  Elisabeth was pregnant.  Even the doctors 
said, “No, it’s got to be a false positive,” but Desirée was born in September of 
that year.  Less than two years later, even before Elisabeth had done a pregnan-

cy test, Anthony proudly announced in 
church that they were going to have another 
baby!  Dalia was born in May of last year 
while we were in full lockdown.  A month 
ago, Anthony got Covid from a work colleague and Elisabeth, Diederick 
and Desirée got it too.  The children had no symptoms and Anthony was 
only a little sick but Elisabeth immediately got pneumonia and after a 
few days was taken to the hospital by ambulance.  She wept and begged 
the doctors to let her return home and they did.  She had another trip to 
the hospital a week later but again begged to stay at home and the Lord 
healed her completely.  Praise the Lord!  Last week I was babysitting 
Desirée and she proudly sang to me the song that recites the books of the 
Bible.  It’s a tough song for anyone trying to get all those Italian words 
in there but her brother, Diederick, has taught her well!  When Elisabeth 

got home with Dalia she asked Desirée if she had told me her news.  Desirée excitedly told me that she had 
prayed with her mommy and asked Jesus to forgive her sins and live in her heart.  Then she burst into tears 
of excitement and asked me if I was God’s child too!  Wow!  She’s 3 ½ years old.  God is working mighti-
ly in this family and that’s a story to tell!!  Diederick is turning 12 tomorrow and he and his parents need 
much prayer as he enters a more rebellious period of his life.  He shares a bedroom with his two little sis-
ters and that cannot be easy!  Please do pray for Anthony and Elisabeth as they continue to walk with the 
Lord and raise their young family to know and love Him. 

        - On Good Friday, my dear friend, Pina, age 92, had a major 
stroke while alone in her home and she is now paralyzed on her 
right side and unable to communicate.  She is in hospital and no 
one is allowed to visit her.  Please pray, despite her condition, 

that she will remember that Christ died for her sins and accept Him 
as her Saviour.  Pray too that there might be a way for me to go and see her.  

- Pray for the work going on at the CEF camp and for the necessary funds to do the work.  There are 
extensive renovations to be done inside, radiators to be put in, a new electrical system, bathrooms to be 
added, and the list goes on!!  We are also working on clearing land for a large garden.  I hope I can get 
rhubarb to grow!!  Gary is counting on planting blueberry plants for making jam and pies etc.   
- Pray for plans for two week-long camps this summer.  They will have to be outdoors in tents because 
of Covid restrictions and we may do it at the rustic summer home of a church family not too far from 
Gary’s camp. We would only be able to accommodate about 10 children per camp.  I hope I get to sleep 
indoors!!  There are many unknowns still at this point in time.  Pray that we can do the camps without 
too much difficulty and that they can be a blessing to the children.  Pray for wisdom as we move for-
ward with this ministry. 
- Pray for our church!  We are so thankful for the leadership of my colleague, Michael.  He has such a 
gift of  encouragement!  As we continue in lockdown we need wisdom for meeting and ministering.  We 
are allowed to meet but here too, there are many unknowns, and some police question our right to meet.  
We want to be wise in everything.  We also want to be bearers of Good News!   “Jesus said to her, ‘I 
am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in Me will live, even though he dies.”   
Hallelujah!  What a Saviour!! 

Elisabeth with baby, Desirée 

Anthony’s baptism 


