
Visit to Ecuador   

We had the privilege of  visiting Ecuador from October 4th to November 29th during which time 
we met with people serving in pastoral ministry with the Evangelical Missionary Church of  
Ecuador. The invitation came from the President, Pastor Jaime Pazmiño and Pastor John 
Cedeño, the Director of  the Pastoral Care Ministry. They recommended personal visits instead 
of  retreats due to the uncertainty of  COVID-19  restrictions.       

The goal was to visit with all of  those who were serving in pastoral minis-
try. We visited the coastal region of  Ecuador, beginning in the northern 
province of  Esmeraldas. Then we went to the province of  Manabí to 
the south.  After that we travelled further south to the City of  
Guayaquil.  And finally we ending up in the Central Zone around the 
city of  Santo Domingo.  

Most of  the visits involved personal dialogue for two or three hours at a 
time. A few of  the visits were two or three dialogues over the course of  
a few days. 

• We made 47 official visits with people serving in pastoral ministry: 40 couples and 7 in-
dividuals.  

• In addition we had 10 other significant visits.  

• We met with 5 teams that work with pastors in churches. 

• I spoke 4 times in churches.  

It amazed us to know that 18 of  our visits were with people we had not personally met before. A 
few of  these new people we had seen on Zoom calls we have had with them over the last year.     
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Dear friends and supporters, 

     Christmas and New Year Greetings in the name of  Jesus, whom we serve.           

          Jesus came ... “to give his people the knowledge of  salvation through the forgiveness of  their sins, because 
of  the tender mercy of  our God, by which the rising sun will come to us from heaven to shine on those living in 
darkness and in the shadow of  death, to guide our feet into the path of  peace.” (Luke 1: 77-79)       



We heard some amazing testimonies of  God’s faithfulness: conversions to Christ, calling to ser-
vice, people transformed, and lives given in life-long service. We have been encouraged by the 
great number of  new people in the churches, and a whole new generation of  young people in-
volved in church ministries. 

We have had many amazing conversations about important personal matters. We are grateful for 
the openness of  people to share their personal stories. To be sure, there were some very ordi-
nary conversations about ministry matters, teaching materials and things going on at church, 
but these were the exceptions. 

One couple said that this was the first time that they had talked with anyone about their marriage. 
They were married about three years ago. 

A single pastor said that he was waiting to talk to us about a new relationship in his life. His wife 
died of  cancer about two years ago. Now he is trying to navigate this new relationship both in 
the congregation he is serving and with his family. 

One conversation focussed on personal tragedy and sorrow. A young pastor’s wife recently wid-
owed told us of  coming out of  a coma in the hospital to find out that her husband had died 
of  COVID-19 and that she had lost the baby she had carried in her womb for 6 months. 

One couple is overburdened with responsibilities, not only for their own congregation, but also 
for other congregations that need pastors. During our time there one couple resigned from 
pastoral ministry due to personal illness. 

Another pastor’s wife shared about the abuse she suffered as a child and adolescent. She feels a 
need to process this, however, she has not had anyone to help her do so.     

Another couple has hopes and plans to leave Ecuador for further study. 

One pastor shared the details of  his dramatic conversion to Christ while floating in the ocean for 
many hours after the passenger canoe in which he was traveling capsized. I have included his 

story below. 



A PERSONAL STORY 

Pastor Norberto Barre shared with us the story of God working in his life. He heard the gospel for the first time 

at age 15. He was playing in a soccer tournament away from his hometown of Tachina, which is located inland 

from the town of Pedernales. His father went with him, and family members with whom they were staying took 

them to church three nights in a row. The first night he stayed outside the church building on the steps, listening. 

The second night he sat in the back row, and the third night he was in the second row, taking it all in and hearing 

the gospel message. He was totally amazed by the singing and the atmosphere. 

On the way home after the tournament the boat in which they were travelling capsized in the ocean when the 

driver tried to enter a river. There were 8 people on board: two strong swimmers made it to shore, three drowned 

and he and two others were swept out to sea. He clung to packages floating in the ocean as he drifted. 

During those hours adrift in the ocean Norberto cried out to God, gave his life to Christ, and promised to serve 

him for the rest of his life. That was about 40 years ago. He has been faithful to his promise. 

Eventually he joined his father and the boat driver clinging to the capsized boat. For several hours they stayed 

with the upside-down boat. Large waves would knock them off and they would climb back onto the boat many 

times until finally they were rescued. They spent two weeks in hospital recovering from their ordeal. 

A week or two after his release from hospital, Howard Moser was in town showing gospel films. When Howard 

gave the invitation to receive Christ, Norberto responded to the invitation and made a public declaration of his 

faith in Christ. Howard and Ruth Moser spent many years serving as missionaries in coastal Ecuador. 

There is so much more to the story concerning his growth in Christ, the people who discipled him and have been 

his mentors. Among them are his father-in-law, Pedro Vidal Gracia and Howard and Ruth Moser. He studied at 

the Alliance Bible Seminary in Guayaquil. 

Nolberto and his wife, Belén, have served in several pastorates. For the last 16 years they have served as pastors of 

the church in the town of Tosagua. 

As you can imagine, there were many hugs and quite a few tears shed of  joy 
and of  sorrow.         

We are thankful for God’s protection and 
provision during these weeks of  travel 
and meetings.  

We are seeking the Lord’s guidance for the 
next steps and our further involvement 
in this ministry.    

   Thank you so much for your faithful sup-
port of  our ministry in prayer     

     and financially,   

Merry Christmas to you and yours,     

May Jesus     

“guide your feet into the path of peace” in 2022.     
(Luke 1: 77-79)       
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