
  

 

BENSON BANNER- March 2022 

 

Luke 10:2 “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the Harvest to send out workers into His harvest field.”  
 

Dear Friends, 

Recently, we listened to a red Cardinal singing proudly and loudly from the top of a 

barren tree, nothing  but deep snow all around and temperatures frigidly below average. 

He was proclaiming hope, calling for a mate to join him in the Creators plan to fill the 

earth. Cardinals are bold enough to call out in times of desolation as well as in times of 

plenty.  

In the same manner, the Spirit continues to call, whether the world is at peace or in turmoil. The 

circumstances don’t stop his proclamation. And thank the Lord, people are still responding, some young, 

some not so young. We have a full class registered for our on-line March IMPACT program. One student 

recounted his story of retiring early so he could volunteer with a mission agency. He will be sacrificing 

personal interests to dedicate a serious amount of discretionary time to supervise global workers from 

Canada via internet. Some of the projects he will be supervising are in hard to access countries. There 

are also 3 young couples with babies/toddlers who are courageously trusting God with their children. 

These students encourage us as we recognize the Spirit at work calling, and hearts responding.  

March IMPACT: Please pray for the 15 adults from various mission 

agencies who will be online with us at IMPACT from March 21st to April 

1st. Some of the countries they are preparing for include South Sudan, 

Uganda, Germany, Papua New Guinea, Cameroon, UK, and some RAN 

countries – (Restricted Access Nations), that can’t be disclosed. Pray for 

God’s provision and equipping for each one to be well prepared to adapt 

to their new culture. Pray too for each facilitator as we prepare to lead, 

teach, encourage and cultivate community amongst the group.  

 

Online Children’s Program: God answered prayer for us to hold an IMPACT online children’s program 
in November when a couple in our adult IMPACT program realized their 
oldest 3 children could really benefit from training. As we worked through 
lessons with these 3 siblings, (7,9 11 yrs) including culture, identity, 
emotions, stress, loss & grief, transition and saying good goodbyes, they 
engaged openly and thoughtfully at a depth that surprised us, including 
the 7-year-old. We were encouraged by the way God met us in our zoom 
room each day and the impact our time together had on each one of us. 
As we said goodbye that last day, a few of the children expressed their 
thanks with tears. It was a very special moment. 

 

IN PERSON ACTIVITIES: We are looking forward to in person training in June and July at Heritage Bible 

College in Cambridge, Ontario, 27 months after our last in person training in March 2020. 

Our programs have been adjusted once to the on-line version, once again to include the 

online learning management system to organize pre and post session assignments, and 

now, once again to integrate some of these changes back to in person. Pray for 

perseverance as we navigate all these changes, along with establishing in-person 

protocols for health and safety for our residential programs.  

Recently we had the privilege to share about the ministry to a wonderful group at Markham Missionary 

Church - Joy group. Almost 40 seniors came out on a Saturday afternoon. What a surprise! 

 



Finances: 

 We are so thankful for your partnership and are glad to report that God provided 

101% of our financial needs with World Partners. Similarly, MissionPREP received 

some special gifts at year end, allowing us to finish with a balanced ledger. God 

provided in a challenging year when we only had 30% of our usual registrations. We 

praise God for these balanced budgets. Thank-you to those who provided and 

prayed. God is so faithful!! 

We recently recognized Isaac for his role as MP Bookkeeper over the last 4 years, where he blessed us 

with his servant heart that often went the extra mile. We welcome Pam Hicks who is an MP Alumni, and 

a World Partners colleague. 

Prayer: As a MissionPREP team, we began to set our alarms for 10:02am, to remind us of the passage in 

Luke 10:2, “The harvest is plentiful, but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the Harvest to send out 

workers into His harvest field.” The Lord is at work in the midst of these unsettling times. He is still 

calling, like the Cardinal in the midst of a barren winter day, and people are still responding in the midst 

of a pandemic and war. Jesus said, “The harvest is plentiful.” Thanks for praying. 

 

FAMILY HIGHLIGHTS: We were thankful at Christmas, to be able to gather 

with Carolyn’s brother’s family from Panama whom we hadn’t seen for several 

years. Our 11-year-old niece, Joy was thrilled to be able to build a snowman 

and toboggan for the first time, and to share those special events with her 

cousins. It was wise of Carolyn’s parents to decline joining us at Christmas, and 

we recently enjoyed Family Day weekend with them in Ottawa. 

Ken was caught by COVID on Dec 30th, weathering the 8-10 day symptoms 

followed by a 3 week persistent dry cough. Carolyn had milder symptoms with 

a much faster recovery and we’re both very thankful to be back to full health 

and strength. With all the snow this winter, we’ve been able to enjoy various X-country ski trails in the 

region.  

  

Praise God for... 

• Meeting us in the children’s IMPACT November program in meaningful ways 

• A full class of pre-field missionary adults for March IMPACT online training  

• Good health for ourselves and family members after coming through Covid 
  

Please Pray for… 

• The 15 adults who will attend IMPACT online - March 21-April 1, 2022. 

• Facilitation teams, both adult and children, and our administration who are preparing for in 
person programs in June and July. Pray too for registrations 

• Next generation leaders to help lead MissionPREP programs  

• The Lord of the harvest to send out workers (especially Canadians). (Luke 10:2) 

• Carolyn’s parents from Ottawa, as they consider next steps for housing closer to Stouffville 
 
Thanks for your ongoing support and prayers, 
   Ken & Carolyn     
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