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Since 2001, IJM’s field office in the Philippines has been 
advocating for children suffering from online sexual 
exploitation through government partnerships, developed 
investigation, prosecution, and training curricula for 

PROTECT CHILDREN
IN THE PHILIPPINES 
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Sarnia Evangelical Missionary Church, your ongoing partnership 
with IJM is building a future where survivors can 
flourish without fear.
Sustainable protection is now more possible than ever. As you lend your financial 
support and deepen your connection with the field, together we can eliminate 
violence against vulnerable children, for good.

Together, we’re creating long-term change.

partners and protected six million people from online 
sexual exploitation even during the COVID-19 pandemic. 
With your continued partnership, a safe future without fear 
is not only possible, but a goal within reach.
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C O U N T R Y  P R O F I L E

A glimpse into the Philippines 

More than one-fifth of the Filipino population is afflicted with 
poverty, but in some areas, this number climbs to three-
fourths of the population—a sobering look at the vulnerability 
of the people. Additionally, the government faces threats 
from multiple groups, some of which are listed on the US 
Government's Foreign Terrorist Organization list. In 2017, 
Philippine armed forces battled an ISIS-Philippines siege in 
Marawi City, driving President Rodrigo Duterte to declare 
martial law in the region.

P O P U L AT I O N

108,117,000
O F F I C I A L  L A N G U A G E

Filipino and 
English
S I Z E

300,000² km
P O V E R T Y  L E V E L

21.6%
Population below poverty line

750,000
The number of estimated sexual 
predators online at any given moment.

$150 billion
The amount of money generated 
from the human trafficking industry 
every year.

50%
The percentage of human trafficking 
victims who are minors.

A hidden form of slavery, cybersex 
trafficking enables predators anywhere 
in the world to search online and pay to 
watch live sexual abuse of young girls 
and boys. And, this devastating form 

of slavery is on the rise. 

The current reality
Beyond the towering skyscrapers of Manila and the tropical 
destination of Cebu lies a digital plague of sexual violence 
against children.

But with 22 years of proven success in 

Manila and Cebu, you can help us rescue 
and restore online trafficking survivors 
and bring their abusers to justice. 

criminals convicted for 
trafficking and sexual 
assault crimes

survivors of cybersex trafficking 
restored to safety

Progress fueled by 
partnership
Since the opening of the Manila Field Office in 2000 and the 
Cebu Field Office in 2006, our team and partners have fueled 
unprecedented justice system transformation in the Philippines.

survivors rescued from 
sex trafficking

survivors rescued from 
cybersex trafficking
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1,217

369

629

124

Nagkakaroon kami ng pagkakataon na mabago ang buhay dahil sa IJM, at mabuti na ang mga akusado 
ay magkakaroon din ng parehong
pagkakataon.

Data Sourced from the United Nations and World Bank 2019
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Signs of transformation
Building Online Deterrence

Through your partnership, we’re continuing our work 
of justice system transformation through innovative 
deterrence strategies including virtual hearings, cyber 
search warrants and supporting local police remotely 
during rescue operations. IJM has also recently proposed 
recommendations for Internet Service Providers to help 
reduce the volume of child sexual exploitation materials 
available on the Internet.

Strengthening International Collaboration

In September 2020, IJM launched its Center to End Online Sexual 
Exploitation of Children, a local hub to activate stakeholders in 
the fight against the online sexual exploitation of children. While 
the profits of perpetrators instigating this horrible crime are 
currently growing throughout the world—especially during the 
2020 lockdowns—we are building a stronger coalition of partners 

Where we're headed
In 2022, IJM will continue to pursue perpetrators and bring 
them to justice as well as rescue victims and empower them 
through aftercare.

For investigation and rescue, IJM will be launching a new 
technology platform, Justice Data Solution, in both Cebu and 
Manila. This data-gathering and analysis system will assist our 
teams of experts to smoothly track their casework progress 
and focus attention on the most crucial information available 
for effective investigations, rescues and arrests.

For aftercare, we’ll continue our trauma-informed care trainings 
to aftercare partners to ensure that survivors are receiving 
quality assistance and support throughout their healing journeys.

O N  T H E  O T H E R  S I D E  O F  I M P O S S I B L E

Our Vision
Ten years earlier, we set what seemed like an impossible goal 
for our 2017 vision: to rescue thousands, protect millions and 
prove that justice for people in poverty is possible. Now we find 
ourselves on the other side of impossible: our accomplishments 
over the past decade show that our model works. 

In the Philippines, we’ve equipped partners, inspired and 
empowered advocates and worked with the local justice system 
to create real reform. 

Now, fueled by that success, IJM launched our bold, expanded 
vision: to put violence and slavery out of business—for good. 

By 2030, we will rescue millions, protect half a billion and equip 
justice systems to shut down the business of slavery and 
violence, making justice for people in poverty unstoppable.

We are so grateful for you, Sarnia Evangelical Missionary 
Church, and the significant impact that your leadership has 

already had on our progress in the Philippines. We 

appreciate the opportunity to consider how your 

continued partnership could lead us towards our 2030 

Vision.
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that aims to end this crime for good. The Center will improve 
detection and reporting by partnering with technology and 
financial sector platforms, strengthen international collaboration 
in law enforcement and prosecution and support effective 
justice system responses—resulting in sustainable protection for 
children and accountability for perpetrators.

A Ground-breaking Conviction

In May 2020, after three years of joint effort, IJM achieved an 
astounding breakthrough in the Philippines—the first ever online 
conviction of a foreigner. The suspect was an American who 
made a business from child exploitation. The operation resulted 
in his arrest and the rescue of two minor girls. Both girls received 
aftercare services and are now safe and reintegrated back into 
their community. Not only does this conviction bring tremendous 
hope when COVID-19 has made much of the work more difficult, 
but it also shines a light into the future, where online convictions 
may become more practical.

And for deterrence, the Center to End Online Sexual 
Exploitation of Children is positioned to be a significant 
resource on how to stop impunity for traffickers, for the online 
sexual exploitation of children not only in the Philippines, but 
on a global scale. In 2022 and beyond, the Center will provide 
subject matter expertise, continue to partner with agents of 
change in the private and public sectors, and share services 
for the protection of vulnerable children.
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I J M P H I L I P P I N E S O P E N S

T H E P H I L I P P I N E ’ S  F I R S T 

A N T I -T R A F F IC K I N G U N I T 

IJM has established and 
trained the first anti-trafficking 
unit in the Philippines.

S E X T R A F F IC K I N G I N  M E T R O 

M A N I L A H A S P LU M M E T E D 

by 75% in a seven-year period.

P R OT EC T I O N F R O M 

V I O L E NC E

IJM and partners serve 
as global leaders in 
combating and preventing 
online sexual exploitation 
trafficking, with dramatic 
impact extending across 
borders and justice systems.

I J M B EG I N S CY B E R S E X 

R E SC U E S

Begins to develop a global 
model for this complex type 
of casework.

10 0T H C H I L D R E SC U E D 

from cybersex trafficking, as 
traffickers across the world are 
held accountable for their crimes.

IJM Philippines operates from offices in Manila and 
Cebu, and is made up of social workers, lawyers, 
investigators, drivers and other professionals 
committed to ending cybersex trafficking.
*not all team members depicted

I J M ' S  10 0T H CO N V IC T I O N 

in cases of sex trafficking, as 
the country reaches a level of 
unprecedented perpetrator 
accountability and a significant 
deterioration of red light districts. 

G E T  T O  K N O W

Meet the Philippines  
Field Office Teams

P H I L I P P I N E S  F I E L D  O F F I C E  T I M E L I N E

The path to protection
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Sam Inocencio 
National Director for IJM Philippines

Sam leads the Philippines’ two field offices 
in rescuing and restoring children who are 
victims of cybersex trafficking. Since joining 
IJM Manila in 2003, Sam has achieved 
justice for hundreds of children and 
women in court, designed a national-level 
advocacy plan with government agencies 
and pioneered unprecedented partnerships 
throughout the country.

Joy* 
Survivor

I am inspired by the social workers who don’t stop 
helping survivors like me…I too have a passion to help 
survivors see that there is hope after rescue, and that 
there are people who can help us if we let them."
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We’ll send you helpful tools, 
a country guide, and unique 
ways to identify yourself as a 
dedicated Field Partner.

As an invested partner, you’ll 
be invited to calls with field 
leaders and other Field Partners 
annually, where you’ll get 
exclusive updates on operations 
and rescues.

Over the course of your 
partnership, you’ll have the 
opportunity to join a planned trip 
to the field office for an up-close 
look at daily operations.

Stay informed with field office 
progress through biannual, 
in-depth reports and prayer 
requests from the team.

Personal 
Welcome

Exclusive 
Access

Prayer Needs 
& Updates

In-Person 
Visit

Deepen your connection

The Sarnia Evangelical 
Missionary Church - IJM 
Philippines Partnership in 
2022–2025
We invite you to join us by continuing to invest your 
financial, spiritual and social support in protecting 
children from online sexual exploitation in the Philippines. 
You can change the narrative by helping us strengthen 
local government partnerships, empower survivors 
to tell their stories and ensure more convictions for 
perpetrators so that justice becomes the norm.

Thank you, Sarnia Evangelical Missionary Church

Together, we are shifting the needle of history towards protection from violence. Thank you for being bold with us at 
this pivotal moment and carrying our work one step closer to uprooting violence against women and children, for good.

• Increase victim rescues and perpetrator accountability,
especially in this post-COVID environment where demand
for the online sexual exploitation of children
has skyrocketed

• Strengthen justice systems

• Build deterrence and a national commitment
to end the crime

Your investment in the Philippines' future
Systemic transformation is only possible when we join together, and your annual 
investment of $5000 / year over the next three years will ensure that our field office 
work can continue making a lasting impact. Within the next phase of our work, your 
partnership is invaluable to these specific goals:

• Launch the Center to End OSEC’s efforts to move
global financial and tech companies to better
identify and report online sexual exploitation of
children crimes

• Identify a more effective methodology for measuring the
prevalence of this complex internet-facilitated crime

• Build the core tools and resources for the global model
to end the online sexual exploitation of children


