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SARNIA EVANGELICAL MISSIONARY CHURCH 

“To partner with God in developing genuine, fully devoted followers of Jesus” 

 

 

 

 

  
  

  

 

  

  

 

  

  

   

 

 

  

 

January 2023 
Worship Service  

Sundays @ 10:30am  
(including New Year’s Day) 

 
El Salvador Team 

January 7th to January 15th  
 

Friendship Group 
Thursdays @ 7pm 

 
Upward Practices 

Mondays & Thursdays (beginning Jan 16th) 
 

Senior Sing 
Wednesdays @ 10am 

(beginning January 18th) 
 

Impact JR & Impact SR 
Friday, January 27th @ 7pm  

 
Upward Game Day 

Saturday, January 28th  
 

 
KidJAM will be on vacation (no classes) 

Sunday, Jan 1st & Sunday, Jan 8th  
 
 
 
 
 
 

    519-336-9405                                                707 Talfourd St Sarnia ON N7T 1S1                             www.sarniaemc.org 

 

   

  A multi-generational team from the SEMC is 
heading to El Salvador from January 7th to January 15th to build 
new homes for those in need. We are thankful to be able to 
return to El Salvador after a 3-year pause. Please be in prayer for 
the Shelter team in El Salvador, the 12 families that will be 
receiving new homes, and our SEMC team: Deve Persad, 
Amanda Persad, Scott Odolphy, Lily Odolphy, Dave Archer, 
Ashlynn Archer, Tim Allen, Karen Allen, Silas Allen, Matt 
daCosta, Abigail daCosta, Julia Henderson, Paul Babcock & Pat 
Halls. 

 

 

  Building  Homes   Building  Hope 

Welcome to the SEMC 

Impact Christmas Party 

SEMC Staff! 
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To end the year, we held a KidJAM celebration called 
“C is for Christmas.” We invited kids and their families 
to come out and do some fun “C” activities, such as 
decorating Cookies, eating some Candy Canes, 
making Candle Crafts, eating some Chocolate, and 
singing some Carols. It was a wonderful way to end 
the year, and I am looking forward to start the next! 
Happy New Year! 

Get connected, for free, 
to thousands of videos to 

help you grow in your 
faith in Jesus!  Sign up 

now using this QR Code. 

Michela Kita 

 

From Deve’s Desk ~  At the SEMC, in 2022, our theme was 
"mercy". Our foundation for this theme came from Jesus' 
story of the Good Samaritan, in Luke 10:25-39.  As the year 
unfolded many of us found our place in this story, not only 
through an awareness of the brokenness around us but 
also the brokenness within ourselves.  In this admission or 
confession we are experiencing the life changing 
difference that is ours through Jesus, the unlikely saviour, 
who himself was mistreated, rejected by his own people; 
yet through whom the fullness of the power of God was 
revealed through his brokenness.  
When it comes to a new year many people make goals and 
resolutions based on the mistakes or disappointments of 
the past.  In so doing, they neglect to account for the 
unpredictable and uncertainty of the year to come.  If we 
only adjust for the past, then we can be ignorant to the 
effects of the present, and we can fail to prepare for the 
future. 
What do we do instead? 
As we head into this new year, let me encourage you to 
focus less on what you can do, and focus more on who you 
should be. Our theme verses for 2023 will come from John 
15:1-17.  The main idea is to "remain" or "abide" in 
Jesus.  When we allow His truth to direct us and respond 
to the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, then we demonstrate 
evidence that reflects His character. To that end we are 
encouraging everyone to spend time with God on a 
regular basis, through a regular bible reading plan, 
together with intentional questions to deepen your 
relationship with God. You can access this resource by 
visiting the Resource page of our website, or by contacting 
the office.  
We look forward to how the Lord will work through our 
lives in this year to come, for His glory! 
 
 

 
 

It's Upward Time! Beginning the third week of 
January, we'll have students practising and playing 
basketball games in the gym. We have nearly a 
hundred students registered now and boxes full of 
jerseys for those students! Some of our favourite 
things about Upward are coaches' huddles during 
practices, where coaches have the opportunity to 
share a short devotion with their team, and half 
time talks on Saturdays, where different people 
share encouraging words to the families who have 
come to watch their students play. We are still 
looking for coaches, referees and half time 
speakers, if you are able! If you are interested in 
helping out, please contact Theresa Siertsema. 
(theresas@sarniaemc.org) We look forward to 
what God is going to do this season! Will you join 
us in praying for the students and families we will 
have the privilege of meeting?  
 
 

 

 

 


